WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting of Council held on 19 September 2011 at 1930hrs in Bingfield Church.

PRESENT:
Councillor S Gregory


Chairman



Councillor C Edy



Councillor J M Kerr



Councillor P H Martin



Councillor E J Tiffin



Councillor A Williamson

Also present:
County Councillor E Heslop



Mr K W Dodd



Clerk



and a member of the public

The Chairman welcomed County Cllr Heslop back after his absence due to illness.

759.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 25 July 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

760.
MATTERS ARISING.  Minute 757.  The glass recycling bins had now been removed from the Village Hall.

761.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cllr Heslop commented on the unfortunate situation between Council and the Watsons of Bingfield Farm.  He had taken advice from the County Legal Dept and proposed to have a meeting between himself, Mr & Mrs Watson and two representatives from the Parish Council as the way forward.  Anyone wishing to have particular issues raised should bring them up with Cllr Gregory.

The Mid Tyne Trust was struggling due to lack of interest and the feeling that it was not being useful.  Now that Community Forums were being dropped, continuation of MTCT was in doubt and it was intended to have an extraordinary meeting of representatives of constituent Councils to decide on the future.

Cllr Heslop had attended a meeting between a member of the County Council Executive, County officers, the Chairman and Clerk.  It had been a useful meeting although many of the subjects up for discussion did not affect Whittington.  Grass cutting and dog waste disposal were two items that were looked at.  County was now responsible for emptying dog bins as dog waste was no longer classed as a hazardous substance and could be dropped in any litter bin.  Councils’s emptying contract had now expired and Neighbourhood Services had been notified of the dog bin’s site on the Roses Bower roadside.

County Cllr had talked to Village Hall Committee representatives and intended to allocate some of his Small Schemes budget to the Hall.  That money was only for capital purposes so a “shopping list” would be submitted to County to see what would be eligible.

He asked for any comments on Highway problems.  Cllr Gregory pointed out that the width of farm machinery had increased so much that the local roads were too narrow for the machines and the verges were being trashed.  Cllr Kerr mentioned a problem at Bingfield Coombe where gravel material was being washed down from the entrance onto the road and being dumped on the highway.  Cllr Martin brought up a point which had been reported before but had not been dealt with: run-off water from fields standing on the road between the War Memorial crossroads and Hallington Mill.  This was a definite hazard in winter when it froze.  Cllr Williamson reported that a blocked pipe meant that the gully at the eastern entrance to Southlands could not accept water which then pooled in that area.

Cllr Heslop asked that these points should be reported directly to Highways as well as his reports.

762.
PLANNING MATTERS.


Decision:.

11/01106/FUL:  Treadway, Rose Hill Cottage, Gt Whittington.  Construction of sun room to rear; 
replacement of doors to rear with window.  Permitted.


Applications:


11/00673/FUL (Amended plans): Leadgates, Gt Whittington.  Installation of 15 metre high microgeneration wind turbine (amended Planning and Design and Access Statements submitted). Little change to the original plans.  Previous comments stood.


11/01935/LBC Listed Building Consent: Installation of 14 Solar Photovoltaic Panels at North 
Farm, Hallington.  No objections. 
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11/01866/FUL: Mulholland, West Bingfield.  Change of use of agricultural buildings to create two dwellings including new vehicular access and installation of package treatment plant.  No objections in principle, but a query was raised on the anticipated reduced volume of traffic
It was noted that in future County Planning would not be sending out decision notifications.  These could be found on the website.
763.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION.

Community Action Northumberland - repayment of balance of Parish Plan grant
£961.22

LloydsTSB Bank (Valiant Internet Services) - website hosting 2011/12
£35.99 inc VAT

BDO LLP - audit fee for 2010/2011
£60.00 inc VAT

In view of the probable demise of MTCT, it was agreed that no contribution should be made.

764.
AUDIT REPORT.  The external audit report was at hand.  This had been signed off without qualification, the only comment being a reminder that capital assets (notice boards, seats etc) should be stated at original cost without depreciation.  The report was accepted and approved by Council.  Notice of Completion of Audit to be posted on the notice board.

765.
MEETING WITH COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS.  Chairman and Clerk met with a County Council Executive Member, Cty Cllr Heslop and two officers at Corbridge to discuss future service provision.  The Neighbourhood Services Manager was asked about keeping some of the Gt Whittington Village Green as a wildflower area rather than being cut regularly.  This to be considered.  See Minute 761 above re dog waste bins.

766.
GREAT WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL.  Cllr Edy reported that a lottery in aid of Hall funds was now up and running and the Hall Committee had sufficient funds to make a start on the necessary work.  It was much easier to access grants for capital work than for maintenance and repair jobs and they were still seeking more grants.  Another big water bill had been received but it was based on an estimated reading which was almost certainly too high.  An arrangement had been made with the water company to pay off the previous bill at £70 per month.  There was comment made that people outside Gt Whittington were largely unaware of these problems and there should be more information available.  Cllr Edy said that a Committee member had been tasked with looking at communications to see how the word could be spread.  It was mentioned that Bingfield and Hallington residents received a Wall newsletter and it was suggested that a financial contribution could be made to that to have Village Hall news reported

767.
GREAT WHITTINGTON CONSERVATION AREA.  Cllr Williamson and Clerk had both chased up Elaine Gray, County Conservation Team and at last had a response.  She believed that the additions to the Conservation Area had been fomally adopted but did not have access to any documentation confirming that.  Any planning application for development in the new areas would be looked at on the individual’s merits.  In general terms, development outside the Conservation Area would not be permitted if it would harm the setting of the CA or views into or out of it.

Elaine Gray believed that the CA Appraisal had been adopted by Tynedale in February 2009, but changes had not been advertised and would therefore be possibly subject to further consultation.  Errors in the Appraisal which had been pointed out would be corrected in time but due to the lack of conservation staff that may be some time in the future.

Changes in planning law being proposed by government may have an effect on future conservation and development planning work.

768.
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS. Cllr Williamson pointed out that although County’s yellow grit bins had a contact number and identity numbers, the two green bins did not.  Clerk to check on this.

Other highway problems had been taken up with County Councillor earlier.  Cllr Kerr asked that a poppy wreath be supplied as usual for the War Memorial at Remembrance time.

769.
NEXT MEETING date and venue to be arranged.
KD: 03:08:11

Potholes and other highway faults - ring 0845 600 6400

