WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the 2011 Annual Parish Meeting held in Bingfield Church on Monday 23 May 2011 at 1910 hrs.

Present:

Councillor S Gregory




Chairman



Mr K W Dodd





Clerk

With four other Parish Councillors, Mr A Kerr (Parish Plan lead) and two other members of the public.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Kerr, and  County Cllr Heslop.

Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present, especially those members of the public who had turned out on a wild night.

1.
MINUTES of the 2010 Annual Meeting held on 18 May 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.  There were no matters arising.

2.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Cllr Gregory commented:

*
The Parish Council had met six times over the past year.  Councillors were thanked for their work and support.

*
Simon Fitton had left the Council during the year, which meant that there were two vacancies following the resignation of Jestyn Angus at the previous AGM.  These vacancies had been filled after co-option by Cllrs Andrew Williamson and Cathy Edy, both from Great Whittington.

*
There were now closer links with the Village Hall Committee as a result of Cathy Edy joining Council.

*
Unfortunately Council had been unable to meet in the Village Hall since October 2010, due to concern over its structural condition.  Subsequent meetings had been held at Bingfield.

*
Responses to planning applications had been considered at each Council meeting, but there had been no really contentious issues.  Council’s responses and planning decisions by County Council were noted in the minutes.

*
Although Alex Kerr had worked hard to get the Parish Plan off the ground, there had not been a lot of interest from residents and not much progress had beeen made.  Alex would be commenting later in the meeting.

3.
PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS.  The accounts for year 2010/11 were presented by the Clerk for information..  They showed an end of year balance of £3324, a decrease of £1057 over the previous year.  Much of the fall in balance was due to the provision of a dog waste bin at Gt Whittington with the associated emptying contract.

4.
PARISH PLAN.  Mr Kerr reported that there had been little progress on the Parish Plan as there did not appear to be much enthusiasm for it.  All residents had had the opportunity to state requests and make suggestions but apart from the initial questionnaire responses there had been little further interest.  The Village Hall Committee had made use of some of the Plan findings to support grant applications for refurbishment of the hall.  Cllr Gregory had spoken to Louise Curry at Community Action Northumberland about the outstandng grant from them.

5.
ELECTORS QUESTIONS.  Mr Jestyn Angus expressed concern abaout the lack of progress in having the Village Hall made safe again.  Residents would appreciate some information about what was happening.  He also asked about the situation of the apparent potential development at Southlands Lane.  As nothing wrong had been done there, there was little Council could do apart from monitor the situation.  To be discussed at the following meeting of Council, as would be the present state of Aspen Ridge and how the Conservation Area Appraisal was affected.

There being no other business, Chairman closed the meeting at 1930hrs and moved on to the Annual Meeting of Council.
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