WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL





MINUTES of meeting of Council held on 21 March 2011 at 1930hrs in “The Hytte”, Bingfield.





PRESENT:	Councillor S Gregory			Chairman


		Councillor C Edy


		Councillor J M Kerr


		Councillor P H Martin


		Councillor E J Tiffin


		Councillor A Williamson





Also present:	Mr K W Dodd				Clerk





Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr E Heslop and Mr A Kerr, Parish Plan Lead.  Chairman welcomed back Cllr Kerr after her absence due to injury.





712.	MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 17 January 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record after the following correction: Minute 708.  Cllr Williamson had submitted an article for the Tynedale Visitor, not Jestyn Angus.





713.	MATTERS ARISING.  Minute 701.  Cllr Gregory had received no reports about motorbike scrambling since the last meeting.  Local residents did not seem very concerned about the caravans parked at Bingfield Farm.





714.	PLANNING MATTERS.


20110103.  2 Southlands, Great Whittington. Construction of ground floor single storey extension to provide WC, entrance lobby and storage area.  No objections.





Some concern had been expressed by residents of Southlands about hedge planting and fencing in a field to the south of Southlands Lane and to the west of existing houses, all of which were in the Conservation Area.  As no planning application had been made there were no grounds for any objection, but it was agreed to draw the attention of County Planning to the residents’ concerns.  Any further work in the field would be monitored.  There was also a query about the ownership of Southlands Lane which was an unadopted road.  Chairman would enquire about ther legal status of the Lane.





715.	EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:


	NCC - grass cutting 2010 season	£328.77 inc VAT


	Matfen & Ryal Churches Sec 137 grant	£100.00


	Bingfield Church Sec 137 grant	£100.00


	Great North Air Ambulance Sec 137 grant	£100.00


	Community Hospice at Home Sec 137 grant	£50.00


	Community Action Northumberland Sec 137 grant	£30.00


	Campaign for the Protection of Rural England subscription 2011	£30.00


	K W Dodd - Clerk's salary January/March 2011 inc	£252.50


	K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses Jan/March 2011	£20.59 inc VAT





	Income: Barclays Bank - interest Dec2010/Feb2011	£1.12





716.	GREAT WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL..Cllr Edy said that Community Action Northumberland was advising on possible funding streams.  Quotes for the necessary remedial work were awaited but there had been little progress so the Hall was still unavailable.  County Council had been wishing to use the Hall for a Polling Station on 5th May, but if that were allowed, County would have to accept full liability in the event of any injuries.





717.	LICENSING CONSULTATIONS.  County Council was consulting on licensing of taxis and provision of taxi ranks throughout the County, and also licensing of sex establishments.  It was not thought necessary to make any comments.
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718.	MID TYNE TRUST/FORUM.  Cllr Gregory reported that the Forum was encouraging the installation of photovoltaic arrays by private companies which would benefit from the “feed-in” arrangements for inputting power to the national grid.  Doubts were expressed about being involved in commercial undertakings, although as the feed-in tariff was being reduced, there would not be the same incentive in future.  Cllr Gregory asked about a contribution to the Mid Tyne Development Trust but as no request had been received, no grant had been made in 2010/11.





719.	.THE PARISH PLAN.  There was no report on progress, but Alex Kerr would be willing to carry on as lead for a few more months.  However, he was not optimistic about completion of a Plan as there did not seem to be the necessary interest amongst residents.





720.	INTERNAL AUDIT.  It was a statutory requirement for Council to review the effectiveness of the Internal Audit on an annual basis.  It was agreed that Mr Jim Hughes provided a satisfactory inspection of the annual accounts, and as all invoices, statements, accounts ledger etc were available for inspection at each meeting and at any other time by arrangement, the Internal Audit arrangements were adequate.





721.	RISK ASSESSMENT.  It was also a requirement that a Risk Assessment of Council’s business be reviewed annually.  Clerk presented an updated Assessment which was adopted after discussion.  One point which usually concerned the External Auditors was the level of Fidelity Guarantee.  This stood at £5000 while the anticipated maximum in the bank after the April 2011 50% Precept was received would be £5249.  It was agreed that the small excess did not necessitate an increase in the Guarantee.





722.	ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG.  A letter had been received from Mr Hughes as a liaison person for Newcastle University, for Council’s support for a proposed research project involving several “mini-digs” of one metre square around Great Whittington, and also permission to dig some holes on the Village Green.  It was agreed to support the project and to allow digs on the Green, provided that full reinstatement could be guaranteed so as to not prejudice the Britain in Bloom inspections.  The University would also have to provide a Method Statement and Risk Assessment before starting, as proposed by Cllr Williamson.





723.	BOATS.  Final Right of Way Modification Orders had been served in respect of BOATs 12, 13 and 14.  This included the one past Bingfield East Quarter (Minute 710).  No change could now be made to these BOATs except by order of the High Court.





724.	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS.  Cllr Martin reported that water was running from a field onto the road between Hallington crossroads and Hallington Mill.  In winter this caused a serious hazard because of ice build-up.  He was asked to report this to County Highways using the Call Centre number 0845 600 6400 so that the problem could be registered and dealt with.  This number should also be used to report potholes and any other highways fault.


Cllr Williamson pointed out that the drainage gully opposite the Queens Head was ineffective as it was not accepting water running down the road.  This should also be reported to the Call Centre for action.


It was noted that two turbines were now operating at the Kirkheaton windfarm and more work was ongoing.


Cllr Gregory had received a complaint about large numbers of rats amongst rubbish up the Roses Bower road.  As this was near a spring which eventually fed into the drinking water supply there was concern about health issues.  Clerk to ask Environmental Health to investigate.


County Council had sent information about Section 106 Development Funding available for play areas and sports facilities.  Cllr Williamson asked if anyone knew where the funds were that were raised some years ago for a proposed childrens play area in Great Whittington.  This to be investigated.





725.	NEXT MEETING was arranged for MONDAY 23 MAY at 1900hrs.  Venue probably Bingfield Church, subject to availability.  Cllr Kerr to confirm.  This meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Meeting of Council.





Thanks were again expressed to Cllr and Mrs Gregory for the use of The Hytte and the hospitality given.


KD: 28:03:11





Potholes and other highway faults - ring 0845 600 6400





