WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting of Council held on 25 July 2011 at 1930hrs in Bingfield Church.

PRESENT:
Councillor S Gregory


Chairman



Councillor C Edy



Councillor J M Kerr



Councillor E J Tiffin



Councillor A Williamson

Also present:
Mr K W Dodd



Clerk

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr E Heslop and Cllr P Martin.

745.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 23 May 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

746.
MATTERS ARISING.

Minute 729.  County Council legal dept had confirmed that Southside Lane was not owned by County but could not identify ownership of the road or boundary hedges/fences which were normally in the ownership of the adjoining landowner.

Minute 739.  Council was now registered with HMRC as an employer for PAYE purposes, but as the Clerk had been allocated a coding to cover his salary, no tax deduction would be due.

747.
PLANNING MATTERS.


Decisions:


11/00653/FUL: Lawson, South Farm, Hallington.  Construction of silage clamp. Permitted


Applications:

11/00671/FUL: Wise (Green Energy Doctor), Leadgates, Gt Whittington.  Installation of 10KW microgeneration wind turbine.  Cllr Edy had submitted several queries on this application and there was also a query raised on poles required to connect to the grid.  Although the original deadline for comment had passed, it was understood that determination of this application had been deferred.


11/00830/CLEXIS: Oliver, Linnbank, Bingfield.  Certificate of lawfulness for existing use as a 
dwelling.  No objections.

11/01106/FUL:  Treadway, Rose Hill Cottage, Gt Whittington.  Construction of sun room to rear; 
replacement of doors to rear with window.  No objections.
748.
Expenditure authorisation:


K W Dodd - Clerk's salary April/June (nil tax)
£262.50


K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses March/July
£44.38


Income:


BoS interest May
£0.48


NEDL - wayleave 2011
£13.70
749.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  County Cllr Heslop had emailed some comments.  His health was continuing to improve but he still found it difficult to attend evening meetings after a full day.  He urged attendance at a proposed meeting with an NCC Executive Member and officers to look at what services County would provide in future and what the Parish would be expected to deliver.  That was provisionally aranged for 11 August.  Cllr Heslop had been in touch with Cheryl Durkin about Village Hall funding, and had congratulated Alan and Val Tuck on their success in the Love Northumberland competition.  Council was asked to contact County Cllr Jones with any comments about the Norther Rock Cyclone event.

750.
GREAT WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL..Cllr Edy reported that some progress had been made in finding funding, and the VH Committee had enough on hand to make a start on remedial work.  The Committee had been reorganised with one group being responsible for funding and the other for general running of the facility.  There had been difficulties in obtaining buildings insurance due to the faulty structure, and a very high water bill had been received due to wastage after a frozen pipe.
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751.
GREAT WHITTINGTON CONSERVATION AREA.  Cllrs Williamson and Edy had met with some residents to discuss the Conservation Area Character Appraisal and had come up with some questions to put to the Conservation Officer.  These were approved by Council for submission to Elaine Gray in an effort to progress adoption of the Appraisal, as she had declined to attend a Council meeting.

752.
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2012-13.  Council was again invited to submit up to three priorities to be included in the County Local Transport Plan.  The only item currently listed was the provision of passing places on the Bingfield/A68 road.  It was agreed to leave that as the only priority.

753.
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND PLACES.  NCC had an obligation to review electoral pollling arrangements and Council was invited to comment.  The whole Parish was treated as a single district with Great Whittington Village Hall as the polling place.  It was agreed that this remained the most practicable arrangement (subject to the Village Hall being available) and no change was necessary.

754.
MID TYNE TRUST/FORUM.  There had been little activity.  County funding for Community Forums was being withdrawn so the future of the Forum was in doubt  A request for a donation of £100 to the MTCT Development Fund was received and agreed.

755.
.THE PARISH PLAN.  There had been no further progress and it was agreed that the unspent balance of the grant from Community Action Northumberland should be repaid. .To be on the agenda for next meeting.

756.
NORTHERN ROCK CYCLONE.  There had been several complaints about the running of this event:

*
prior information had been very limited

*
writing on Ryal Bank had not been removed

*
rubbish had been discarded along the route and not cleared away

*
support cars had been overtaking each other in a dangerous manner

Clerk to pass these comments to County Cllr Jones.

757.
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS.  Cllr Edy reported that the Village Hall Committee.would like the recycling bins removed as they wre being abused and the bins were often overflowing, leading to broken glass on the ground.  Clerk to contact County.

Some verge cutting had been carried out in the Bingfield area, probably by County.  Cllr Martin to be asked to contact Clerk if Cottons were required to carry out further cuts.  It was understood that Cllr Martin had a new email address but Clerk had not yet been notified.

744.
NEXT MEETING was arranged for MONDAY 19 SEPTEMBER at 1930hrs.  Venue to be arranged, but probably Bingfield Church.
KD: 03:08:11

Potholes and other highway faults - ring 0845 600 6400

