WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting of Council held on 17 January 2011 at 1930hrs in “The Hytte”, Bingfield.

PRESENT:
Councillor S Gregory


Chairman



Councillor C Edy (from 700)



Councillor P H Martin



Councillor E J Tiffin



Councillor A Williamson

Also present:
Mr K W Dodd



Clerk



Mr Alex Kerr 



Parish Plan lead

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Kerr, County Cllr E Heslop and County Cllr V Jones (standing in for Cllr Heslop but attending a Matfen PC meeting).

699.
CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER.  An expression of interest in being co-opted had been received from Cathy Edy of Great Whittington.  As no other expressions of interest were to hand, it was agreed that Cathy Edy be co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  She signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took her seat.

700.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 22 November 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

701.
MATTERS ARISING.  Minute 695.  Cllr Gregory had discussed the problem of noise pollution from motor bike scrambling with various residents and Andy Collins of County Environmental Health had been involved.  The matter had been passed to Enforcement for possible future action.  Scrambling had stopped over the winter, and a new twelve month period covering the “permitted days” started on 1st January.  All local residents affected by noise from the scrambling bikes had recording forms for monitoring the nuisance.  Mr Kerr said that there had also been a long standing problem with a “Non-residential” caravan and this along with any other relevant matters should be considered with the bikes problem.

702.
PLANNING MATTERS.


Decision:


20100860: Arthur, Bingfield East Quarter.  Installation of 15 metre high micro wind turbine.  
Permittted under delegated powers.

20100939: Tims, East Side House, Bingfield.  Construction of first floor side extension; flat roof 
between dwelling and pool; rooflights on pool roof, canopy over entrance etc. Permitted under 
delegated powers.

Application: (Cllr Gregory declared a personal interest in this application and took no part in the 
decision).


20101073: Scott, West Bingfield.  Change of use of agricultural building to create two new 
dwellings.  No objections had been entered.

703.
Expenditure authorisation:


K W Dodd - Clerk's salary Oct/December 2010 inc
£252.50


K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses Nov 2010/Jan 2011
£20.39 inc VAT


Income:


Bank interest Oct/Nov 2010
£0.90

704.
GREAT WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL.  Cllr Edy who represented the Village Hall Committee explained what had been happening.  A local builder had declared the hall unsafe, so a structural survey had been ordered.  This had been carried out by a JPG Structural Solutions Ltd whose report was available.  The gable ends had not been tied in and were bulging, with the east gable being the main concern.  The firm had confirmed that the hall should not be available for public access on safety grounds until remedial work had been carried out.  There were new techniques available for tieing-in, rather than a complete rebuild of the gables.  An indication of cost had been probably under £10,000 for the east gable and £2-3000 for the west gable.  In addition the cavity wall ties in the staircase extension needed investigation, as did timbers as there may be rot present.  Various funding opportunities were being looked at to allow the essential work to be done.
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705.
ADDITIONAL GRASS CUTTING.  County had offered to provide two additional cuts at the end of the season (in October) and one extra cut at the beginning of the 2012 season (late March).  This would extend the standard provision of fourteen cuts over 26 weeks from 1 April to 30 September, at a cost of £31.42 + VAT.  The offer was accepted.

706.
BUDGET & PRECEPT 2011/12.  Clerk presented a budget report for 2010/11 to date.  After discussion a budget for 2011/12 as attached as Annex “A” was approved and a Precept of £3850 agreed.  This represented an increase of £1500 partly due to provision of a Village Hall grant of £500 but also because reserves had been run down over the past few years and had now reached a critical level.

707.
GRANT APPLICATIONS.  Applications received during the year were considered and grants as under approved for payment in March:

Matfen & Ryal Churches
£100

Bingfield Church
£100

Great North Air Ambulance
£100

Community Hospice at Home (formerly Tynedale Community Hospice)
£50

Community Action Northumberland
£30

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England
£30

708.
TYNEDALE VISITOR.  The Hexham Courant invited Council to submit a short article about the Parish for inclusion in the 2011 “Tynedale Visitor” supplement.  Jestyn Angus had submitted an annual piece until last year when no action had been taken.  It was agreed to ask Jestyn to make a submission.

709.
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY.  The revised Strategy for Northumberland was being consulted upon by the Northumberland Strategic Partnership.  No immediate response was forthcoming.

710.
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS.  Alex Kerr speaking for Cllr Kerr reported on a complaint about single track roads being effectively blocked by hedge-cutting machinery.  This was inconsiderate when no indication of the work was given at the end of the road, meaning that vehicles may have to reverse for considerable distance.  As this was a temporary problem, action by Council was not thought necessary.

Cllr Gregory raised the matter of a proposed BOAT through Bingfield East Quarter.  Mr Arthur was seeking support for his objection to the BOAT being approved on the grounds of dangerous access to the main road; disturbance to stock and it being unsuitable for motor vehicles.  Council had not objected when this was consulted upon (Minute 688), but Cllr Gregory would give what support he could.

711.
NEXT MEETING was arranged for MONDAY 21 MARCH at 1930hrs.  Venue to be arranged.
Thanks were again expressed to Cllr and Mrs Gregory for the use of The Hytte and the hospitality given.

KD: 25:01:11

Potholes and other highway faults - ring 0845 600 6400

